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1. Next to the Frusze M1y« wide army fmportance as a
"military laboratory" ( 3 #lkovava Shkola - Superior
infartry Schonl), t1g original misgion was to train officers tc teke
command of ar iofantry regiment, Ty geg 11 a4 this, ae of 1941, but alen
ite currioulum “oversd all the arma and services, including air,

Provided both u refiesher infantry courge and a means to acqueint officers

of other arms with the {nfantiry, This 1netitution had existed prior to

the Ruasian Revelution and was known by the same J4Re. It had been located

iz various cit I that year 1t vas located,

and remained 4 as g "military university
ailroad station of Podsoloechnays (on

eity of Solnechnog

[8ee Encioours (4) ' : ' len and installationsof thig

aray training center/, Y . I far only &

fev dayva during World wWa

Students at VYSTREL were chosen to attend on the basis of their records;
they could not APply. All etudents wre officers and came from various arms
and services. f students variea from two and cpe half to four
thousand, They ranged in rank from junior lieutersnt tq full colonsl.
Classes wvere divided by rapk: colonels and lieutenant colonels; majors and
captaing; and lieutenants, gcme officers were pent o VIBTREL as students
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for six months, others for ome year. A1l colonels attended the one-year
course, which lasted from September to September. The six-month course
began either in September or March and was attended by some of the junior
officers.

The emphasis at VYSTREL vas on development of army weapons, best methods

of utilizing them, and: small unit tactics, up to and including the com-
pany. During the summer, the VYSTREL staff guided the combined exercises
vaich vere held in the adjoining sarea. Instructors from other iustitutions
also took part in this activity. VYSTREL had froa 300 to kOO imstructors.
';’hzae Vere chosen from the best infantry officers and particularly ones

vho excelled in merksmenship and utilization of unit firepower. As VYSTREL
vap a tactical infantry center (taktichisko-strelkovit centre}, all tihe
instructors were combined in one group, ie there were nc facultics
{kiredri). , However, there was a senior instructor for each arm or ser-
vice. There veve four or five instructors for artillery. For other sub--
Jects, such as communications and air force, there was one.instructor each.

Up to about late 1940, Lieutenant General AKX Sairnov Equinlont to Majer
Genersl in the UB Army/ was in charge of . He was ther transferred
to the post of ‘co-nding.gourll‘orﬂ the Kharkov military district (okrug).
His sucaessor at VYSTREL was Major Gemeral (fnu) Kosiakin [equivalent to
Brigadier General in the UB Army/.

I would like to give the full names of the military schools using the
sdjoinipg training ares, acroes the lake from VIBMEL [see Enolosfire (A)/
The Military Infantry School of Moscov was called Yoennoye Pikhotnoye
Uchilishi imeni Yerkhovnovo Soveta (Military Infantry School iment
Supreme Soviet). A "voenmoye uchilishe" is a military school devoted

to treining nev officers. The Military Engineering School of Moscov was
called Noskovskoye Voennoye Inzhinernaya Uchilishe (Moscow Military Bugin-
vering 8fchocl)., I+ was not located in Moscow proper, tut in a smeli‘village
about five ki.ometars from the capital. The ‘ank Acaday of Koscow was
called Akademiys Motorizetsii i Mechanizateii XA imeni 3talina (Motoriza-
tion and Mechanization Academy of the Red Army imeni Stalin). Tanks used
iz the combined exercises remained at the training area. Field training
was conducted from 15 May until 1 September.

- énd -

ENCLOSURE (A): Sketch of Soviet Army Training Center Used by VYSTREL and
Other Military Sehools, 1941 ’
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